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| Party Time in Brussels

: mopeandemocraniesaredomx-,
.Enatedbyparties - That meaps -

partylawsarehugelyimpmant,

:‘andanyﬂawsorchangestothemm'e"
- fiercely debated. It's surprising, then.ﬂmt'.

Regulation - " . The payments don’t even go-directly to
realpuﬂes,nsmmey’reamneleam--.
umbrella organizations 3

the new Ewropean Party . on—
Which threatens to furn Brussels irito'a car-
teLofgova'nment—flmdedparﬁw—enmed
-mmmreemmMapmtestm'debate

'memgmationmovidesmsumaies .

forEmupeon—wide

"Wget)bmsgenﬂem:nsagremnentbeq

tween the two bodies means that, power is
‘rarely exercised. Making public
even more difficult, the parties’ funding is
* buried in‘thé budget as a hmp sum. -

Gnmmenﬂngonﬂlexegnlaﬁon.ﬁne

mmxﬂmnﬁvemmmmammjmgx'

scrutinty. -

‘years. It took a court order to keep the pot

from ballooning to 90 miltion marks in 1966.
Laws.now act as'a Tid to the cookie jar in

Germany and many other EU membér na-

tions, but not for the European Parfiament. - *
- .ﬁwbhcﬂmds,ummgthemevenmm'e

minimum require-
- ments for 3 political party in Europe. These -

staridards -aim- to ensure a certain close-

neesbetweenthepm-tyand‘meelmmn
allkmeesndﬂnrlmvedhmasmmn—

belsnm'ﬂeldmndidatesinelecﬁm

oxtismtreallyclearwhythese’
EUsubsldies.Itisevenlessmder--

read o
ncmmmmbmmmmnﬁmz
to finance national

elections,
suhsidlesslmﬂdbeclnm'espondmgiy .

Pmﬁesatmem'opeanlevelmustdmw

ﬁ%ottheh-ﬁmdsﬁmnprlvahemws.m,'

'amine the

ﬂme“pnvate giftseanmcludedonauon.
from - other -political parties and- “party
taxes” paid by delegates, even if these are

" already financed out of public fimds. Thus,

alliances can be financed up to 100%
eonsmmts.Howaremeyto

. e:qnessﬂzepohtiwlwﬂlofﬂle citizens,”
.assupulamdinArudemlofﬂ:eEmopm
: O_Ommlmity.Tmty,asanmaryﬁmctwn

- money largely among
_,mrbel,ﬂleyhavesetthehln'dlesm'accws
- totheEUﬁmdssolnghtbatothershardly

stand a chante. For example, a party <an
receive money from the EU budget only. if

. it has ‘delegatés in the partiaments. (na-

tional, regional or European) of at least
sevelt EU member states.’ The party also
mustobtainatleasta%otthevowsinmm

- pean elections in seven member states. For

composed
vnotofenh'enchednatlmm]parﬁesblna& :
* tual citizens, and focused not on regional or

national palitics but only on European af-

'fahs-misismlpossibletoachieve

" tion, however, isnotlegaﬂymble Par-

ties that do not confoim to.democratic and -

 constitutional principles do not receive’

nmmeyanywar misisstmdexplimﬂym‘
d parties from the outset. -
sforu'ansparmcy the Party Reg-

ulation gain fails to deliver. The

gifts-0

able,butonhmw-y there are no legal
sanctions if donations are not declared. Ille-
glthnatedmaﬁonsdonothmmberehn-

. quished, nor are there fines. Splitting up

jarge donations into smaller amounts to
mdefhem{romﬂlepublic,ammﬂingmthe _
warding of the regulation, perfectly legal.
Citizens in EU ember states who ex-
ElmpeanPartszgmatlonwm
find it deeply i conflict with many of their
traditional standards. for the financing of .
es. Fortunately, the European

‘&m;tofplgglsalsotmhkelymappmveof'
- 'the .regulation, which already is the sub-’

ject of 2 lawsuit. The principles of democ--

racy, equality of opportunity and closeness
to the citizens must be upheld in new Euro-

.- pean frameworks as thiey were in oid ones:.
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